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SEVEN SERMONS, &c. 

SERMON I. 

Delivered at the Bank-meeting House ^ in Phi* 
ladelphia^ Second Months ITSS^^^Takeri in 
short-hand by Joseph Samom. 

THOUGH thousands may fall on the right 
hand, and tens of thousands on the left, I am 
glad in feeling a renewed confirmation that 
the Lord is the same, and the Truth is the 
same ; as it was in thebeginning, so it is now, 
and through all the vicissitudes of time and 
of the periods of eternity it must remain so* 
Man may change, and does change, and va- 
rious inventions and abundance of graven 
images, the workmanship of men's hands, are 
from age to age presenting themselves ; but 
neither all the inventions of men, nor all the 
scofBngs of the despisers, can lessen the dig" 
nit}% excellency and glorj^ of the Truth j yet, 
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:)wever, great and man^ellous hi 
xertions of Omnipotent Power 2 
ng Goodness, that all might coi 
what Truth is, and beljeye }n it ; 
that many that have professed tl: 
name, and are professing it, rei 
darkness, in blindness ; and ma; 
propriety enquire as Pilate did 
Truth?" This is not, friends, 
any deficiency pi> the side of 
Mercy and Goodness; bu^becai 
shut our eyes that we might not ? 
our eprs, that we might not hea 
cped our hearts, that we migl 
6]tand : being carried away wit 

• • • 

nations, with vain speculatio 
rea3oning, t)ie wof)c of pur 
^d have not sought Truth 1 
9lone it is to be found, 
searches w^l ei)d p disap 
tion and trouble, unless the 
}n the temple of thine own 
awfu} stiUiicss and quiet. 
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be even concerned to " enter into thy closet, 
and shut to the door," ask for strength of the 
Lord to keep thine heart from wandering, 
and there thou shalt indeed feel to thy com- 
fort, that' the Lord is nearer than thou believ- 
ed or thought for. "What is Truth?" "lam 
the way the Truth and the Life," said our dear 
Lord ! Have you known him so friends ? It is 
often a serious enquiry with me ; have I known 
him so ? Hast thou felt in thine own heart in 
secret, the Lord Jesus by his spirit, shewing 
unto thee the way ; calling thee into all truth ; 
for none are left without witness, all having 
received, in infinite mercy, an unction from 
the Holy One ; and this anointing which ye 
have received, this is Truth, and it is no lic% 
It is the spirit of the Lord Jesus, who after 
suffering many things for the sake of poor 
lost man, siscended on high, led captivity, 
captive, and gave gifts unto men. O friends, 
prize these gifts ; prize the infinite mercy, 
and goodness of God, in that he has thus fa- 
voured you ; dedicate them to his honour, 

A 2 . 
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cfTer up your all in obedience to the openings 
<5f divine light in your minds* Let no sub- 
tle reasonings persuade thee (till it be indeed 
too late) to wandec from the truth as ther 
Lord has placed it in thy heart for thy direct 
tion. The Lord Jesus has ascended up on 

high, and after, the flesh we see him no more : 

..... i- 

but not so with respect to the feeling of his 
grace and good spirit, which he promised to 
send, or to pray the father 'that he would ^end 
into the hearty of all men ; that should le^d 
them and guide them into all truth. 

Let us not, friends, be of those whom he 
foresaw would npjt receive him ; " but the 
world cannot receive me," was his own de- 
claration, the woild cannot receive it. Not- 
withstanding the exertions of his power, and 
the m^y wonderful , works which he has 
done, eyei^ in pur day, there are many that 
will not behold, ff Yet hgth he visited, and 
^Drought sons from afar, and daughters from 
the ends of the earth ;'f causing the eyes of 
the blind to behold, the deaf ear to be unstop- 
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ped, and the tongue that was dumb before 
him, to shew forth his praise. These are the 
marvellous works of the invisible power of 
the Lord our God ; and truly, I have admir- 
ed in my silent wating upon himi at the con- 
tinued goodness, mercy and love of him, 
that hath so wrought for many thousands ; 
that day after day he is filling the hungr\^ 
with meat, and constraining them, not for 
any thing that they have from the people, or 
that is theirs ; for we covet no man's silver or 
gold^ or any thing that is his ; we desire not 
the applause of men, nor to please man, for 
if we please men, then, as the Apostle de- 
clarer, we shall not be the servants of Christ. 
O that every mercy of the Lord may be effec- 
tual tp the promotion of the great and glorious 
work he designs for some of you ^ some of 
you' dear youngpeople, he designs should know 
the Truth, should see the safety, peace and qui- 
et there is in it, and should walk to his praise 
^yithin the holy limits thereof. All withiu 
ihc sacred bouJids of unchangeable Truth, iti 
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peace and quiet. Those that have in measure 
'found the Truth, and lived in it, they are 
made witnesses for this thing, that they have 
indeed, when commotions and tempests irom 
without, liave threatened to assail and over- 
whelm their habitations, a storm would in- ; 
deed bear down all, if the Lord's hand were 
not underneath : these, I say, they know 
Jerusalem to be a quiet habitation, that not 
. alt- d« tempests from without can invade ; a, 
quiet habitation diey may retire to and find 
safety. O ! friends. Seek for it I labour 
honesdy to discharge myself amongst this 
people, the Lord knoweth, whom above all 
things I desire to serve and to live in favour 
with. 

My heart is comforted often times in our 
meetings, in believing, that the Lord's hand 
hath not been stretched forth in vain, but some 
are, one here and another there, through the \ 
contliiuance of his goodness, drawing day by | 
day, into a neater and more perfect acquaint- '. 
ance with hini; ' j 
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O my dear friends ! may we unite in an 
holy travail, with and for one another, that 
none of those whom the Lord hath peculiarly 
chosen from among the people j brought them 
forth with a high hand, and an outstretched 
arm, may by any means fall by the way, or 
turn their backs in the day of battle. We 
know friends, that it is a warfare ; there can be 
no victory without a warfare ; and it is known 
to be ^ continual warfare. There is no time 
for thee, or me, to lie down at ease, or put off 
the armour. : there is no time friends for this : 
but the business is, as much as in us lies, to 
labour that we keep on the holy armour of 
light, that we may be able to see, and to 
withstand all the subde persuasions of an un- 
wearied adversary^ 

Possess yourselves in patience, dear friends ; 
and wait daily young men and young women, 
wait daily in the; temple ; when your hands 
are upon your necessary employments, or^ 
wherever you may be : wait, to know your 
strength renewed in him, whom at seasons 
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you have embraced : " the chiefest amon 
ten thousand," and have been willing, an 
able to say through the aboundings of hi 
goodness, " my beloved is mine, and I ar 

his." 

O keep your places, dear friends, in th 
innocence, and littleness, and blessed sim 
plioity of the ever glorious Truth, as you hav 
known it and seen itto be in the Lord Jesui 
Do not let the swerving aside of many from th 
right way of the Lord, be any discouragemer 
to you. The Lord will shew himself strong oi 
the side of the righteous ; and, howevei 
many may wander in bjre-ways and crooke< 
paths, and refuse to follow the Lord in th 
way of his leadings, he will be with his devo 
ted children, and not an hair of their head 
jshall fall to the ground without his permis 
sion. ** See the lilies how they toil not, nei 
ther do they spin ;" Now friends, here i 
encouragement ; for it is not through any ac 
quirement of ours, or through any works o 
righteousness which we have done, or can dc 
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but all is of the Lord, who has worked, and 
will work, both in us and for us, to his o^vn 
prsdse. " See the lilies how they toil not, 
neidier do they spin ; yet verily, I say unto 
you, Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like ohe of these : doth God so clothe the 
grass of the field, which to day is, and to 
morrow is cast into the oven ? How much 
more shall ,he clothe you, O ye of little 
faith! 

Be encouraged, therefore, friends, from the 
many gracious promises, which are and will 
be " yea and amen for ever ;" " Heaven 
and earth may pass away, but my words can- 
not pass away." 

The Lord's arm hath been, and ever will 
be secretly and invisibly underneath, to bear 
up the heads of his children in every genera- 
tion ; and when they pass dirough the fire, 
and through the waters, they know his ever- 
lasting goodness to sustain. Oh ! hold fast 
your confidence friends, " Be ye faithful 
unto death, and I will give you ^ crown of 
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)ife." Look forward to that happy time ; a :C^ 
days will terminate the warfare of the youj?^ 
est of us now present^ a few days comparei 
to that eternal after scene to which we ar 
hastening* Cast your care upon the Lore 
trust in him alone, upon the beloved of yovi 
souls ; he is able, yea^ and will do for us a 
he has done for many thousands : " He wi 
lead his own forth, and go before them, an 
give unto them eternal life, and none shaH t 
able to pluck them out of his hand.'* 

SERMON IL 

i^eliveredat the Bank'tneeting Hoitse^ in Ph 
ladelphm^ Second month^ 1786. — Taken 
^short^hand by Joseph Sansonu 

I do hope that none of us may suffer ou 
selves to be so deceived, as to suppose that ai 
of those who may have received the word 
leconciliation to preach to the people, c; 
make it a light easy matter to open thv 
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mouths professedly as ambassadors for Christ ; 
for however multiplied the Lord's favours 
have been unto his people, even through his 
faithful seiH^ants^ who have laboured above all 
things to stand in favour and acceptance with 
him, and in all devotion of heart, to what they 
have believed his divine requiring j, yet, per- 
suaded I am, that every true and living mini- 
ster of the gospel, is sensible, that it is a 
solemn weighty thing to be true servants ; f 
they are often encompassed about with many 
doubts and fears, feeling their own infirmities ; 
and their portion is often to go down into bap- 
tism in these meetings, and to stand as with their 
feet in the bottom of Jordan for the people's 
sakes ; and it is in fear and trembling that I 
address you now, friends ; but, my mind has 
been solidly thoughtful respecting a state like 
that which one of the sacred writers spoke of, 
that " professing themselves wise, they became 
fools." There is abundance of head know- 
ledge, and the world's wisdom, which some 
have laboured hard to attain, and yet have 
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eartMy and temporal, and can by no 

produce that peace of mind, that pi^ 

holy quiet, that the true wisdom whiclr 

eth from God doth. For all these t^ 

however, we may arrive at a great degf 

the world's knowledge, and a great de 

its outward possessions, and be highly 

teemed among the people ; be not only w: 

our own eyes, but wise in the eyes of otl 

all these things are not able to satisfy the 

ings of an imniortal soul $ not on solid 

Qus reflection, to afford it one moment's 

peace* Oh ! then, may we b^ entreats 

seek for, and pray for that wisdom 

cometh down from heaven, and is the g 

God in boundless mercy to poor bewiU 

man, who indeed without it is only i 

compared to his wearisome pilgrimage, 

travel throu^ a land of pits and of si 

which are daily and hoiirly laid for his 

I say, such as have not received a me 

of this wisdom, or are not careful to li^ 

ky they may only be compared to a ves 
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sea in a tempest, having neither pilot nor 
compass, and every hour in danger of being 
wrecked ; for there is nothing, friends, that 
can lead or direct us in the paths of peace, 
where the soul may be at rest in itself, but 
that wisdom which cometh down from God, 
and which he giveth liberally unto such as 
seek him : and the eiBFects of his wisdom is 
experienced by such as have received it, yea, 
and it is made evident to those who behold 
them, that whatever might have been their 
former condition, they are measurably become, 
according as they have been obedient to the 
ppenings of the heavenly vision on their 
minds, they have become more pure, more 
gentle, more easy to be entreated, fuller of 
mercy and fuller of good works, 

I feel the need I have daily to watch over 
my o^vn steps ; and that we have a continued 
unwearied enemy, seeking to deceive and be- 
tray ; to lead those who have been in eminent 
mercy turned into the paths of true wisdom, 
back again into evil : take heed to yourselves;^ 

b2 



Iti savery's sermons. 

friends, prize the measure you have receiv-* 
i'd, and live in obedience to the smallest inti-; 
mations of his will ; and persuaded I am, the 
Lord will favour you with an increase of wis- 
dom, and with an increase of knowledge, in 
things which are everlastingly enriching and 
glorious : We shall be made partakers of 
those excellent things held forth in the scrip- 
tures, as we are devoted to live in the true 
wisdom. According to our devotion and 
jsincerity of heart, we shall know the Lord, 
the Son of Righteousness, to arise higher and 
higher ; but the unfaithful, and those who 
will not adhere to the openings and breaking 
forth of the morning light, and in the small 
ability tliey have received, travel forward 
in the light of Christ, these are not likely t 
be approved, they are not likely to kno^ 
the day to rise higher and higher: it 
a progressive work, friends, and there is 
one present, I believe, that dare to say, I hf 
proved the extent and depth of redeem 
Jove ; I know how far it can go ; by 
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means, we are not in this situation, but let us 
labour that we may attain to be greater profici- 
ents in the school of Christ, that so the gov- 
ernment may rest upon his shoulders, whose 
right is to rule and to reign in the hearts of 
men. O ! then, friends, we should indeed ex- 
perience him to be the Prince of Peace^ and 
we should walk safely under his holy banner, 
witnessing from time to time an increase of 
faith, 'hope, and love, towards him ; and our 
affections to be more and more raised up and 
set on things above, where he sitteth; for 
this is the effect, friends, of a faithful travelling 
forward in the light of Christ, as it gradually 
opens in our minds ; we shall neither b^ 
standing still nor going backward, but mov- 
ing gently forward in the care of our soul's 
salvation ; for he has been found to those who 
have enlisted under his banner, to be the 
chiefest among ten thousand ; a wonderful 
Counsellor, a mighty God, and a Prince of 
Peace. And I believe with the holy prophet, 
who was inspired by the JLiOrd^ to declare 
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the gospel day, yea, more largely than any 
we have an account of ; I believe with him, 
that of the increase of his government and of 
his peace, there never shall be an etid. O that 
we, friends, may submit to the gospel power, 
not shrinking back at the various discourage- 
ments that from time to time appear in our 
view, but having faith in him, and confi- 
dence in his everlasting power ; trust in the 
Lord with thy whole heart) and then there 
will be no danger ; but that whatever besets 
thee in thy passage through time, thou wilt be 
conducted in safety, and, in the conclusion 
thou wilt be favoured to lay down thy hea^ 
in peace with Christ. 
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SERMON III. 

The two following Sermons were delivered 
at Hoimsditch Meeting-house^ London^ on 
Third-day evenings Seventh Month 19th j 
1796. — Taken in short-hand by Job Sibly^ 

I therefore, prisoner of the Lord, beseech you, thaty^ 
valk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called;, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with long suffering, for- 
bearing one another in love. Endeavouring to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. Their is one body 
and one spirit, even as ye are csdled in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism: one God and 
Father of all : who is above aU, and through all^ and ia 
you all. — £phes. iv. 1"— 6. 

These words, or nearly these, were theex* 
pressions of one of the Apostles, which have 
taken hold of my mind since I last sat down^ 
and they have brought with them the remem^ 
brance of the unwearied labours of the primi- 
tive believers for the preservation of the unity 
of spirit in the bond of peace ; that there might 
be no rents or schisms found among us, and 
that being called with the same hope as they 
were called, we all might be found one in 
him ^ whom t];iey have believed* And I 
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believe, my friends, that it ought to b< 
concern of every Gospel Minister this 
Indeed I can say, when my mind is 
encouraged ^vith hopes,, the most a 
desire that I feel is, that notwithstai 
there have many divisions taken place 
the Lord may again so reveal himself t 
professing visible Church, as to bring i 
back into Unity of Spirit in the bonds o 
speakable peace. And I have no doubt i: 
mind, but that every jot and tittle of the 
phetic declaration of the Lord's Servant 
in due time be fulfilled ; that the Churcl 
dt length be one, and her name one ; 
will all speak the same language, and 
watchmen will all see eye to eye. 

And it may, my friends, be brought t 
by a variety of circuimstances, unfathon 
to hirnian wisdom ; for indeed all human 
dom is coiifbunded in searching the thin] 
God. But the glorious dispensation wh< 
we live, whenever and wherever it is sub 
ted. to, produces the same effect as it d 
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the beginnin|f ; it confounds the wisdom of 
the wise ; it brings to nought the understand- 
ing of the prudent ; so that no i^esh shall glo- 
ry in the Lord's presence ; that no man might 
say that others teach him ; but that, by God's 
holy spirit, he was enabled to search the dqep 
things of the mystery of his gloridus kingdom^ 
' This is my faith j and it remains to be very 
evidently so. Human wisdom is sufficient ia 
many respects for our accomodations through 
. this temporary abode ; it may keep us in 
some degree of rectitude ; and amongst men 
it may also conduce gready to the happiness 
of individuals ; and if closely attended to, it 
may be of service to nations and kingdoms. 
But when we speak of it, as fathoming the 
everlasting mystery of God's kingdom, I be- 
lieve we shall always be short. 

It is hot— it cannot be, that through tlie 
fallen wisdom of man, he can take in the know- 
ledge of things divine and spiritual. It was 
not so in the primitive Church, though: Paul 
was a great man, who was brought up at tlu- 
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feet of Gamaliel ; and was skilful in all thi£ 
learning of his times ; it was not this learning 
that made him a minister of the Gospel ; for 
by this, and while he continued merely sub* 
ject to, and under the dominion of this wis-» 
dom, he was a persecutor of those that 
preached, and lived in the faith, as it is in 
Jesus Christ. And what made him a mini- 
ster then ? Why ; when it pleased God, said 
he, in revealing his Son, Jesus Christ, he 
was not disobedient, he was not g£unsaying 
to the will of God ; but when he believed 
himself called in this manner, he went forth, 
but not with the enticing words of man's wis- 
dom ; but in the foolishness of the Cross. 
For though he was a great and learned man, 
he was first, before he could be a great man in 
the promoting of the truth of the gospel upon 
earth, he was first to be reduced, he was first 
alarmed ; and the first lesson which all ought 
to learn is, If any man will be wise let him 
first become a fool. If any man believe, or 
«fiy, that he knows any things, he knows no- 
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thing' as he ought to know ; for so says the 
Apostle. 

Now, itiy ftiends, it may appear very ex- 
traordinary doctrine, at this time of day, but 
it was such as the Apostles preached, such as 
they had approved, and by means of which 
they obtained the ministry of reconciliation, 
which they had received, and first were 
taught ; that no man could know of the things 
that God had sent, but by the spirit of God, 
who revealed it to them ; this was the founda- 
tion of their learning in the school of Christ, 
and other foundation can no man lay than that 
which has been already laid. Tliis I am per- 
suaded of in my own mind, that we must all^ 
Hot only the ministers, but all those who 
tirould have a part in Christ, that would in- 
deed enjoy an inheritance with him — ^they 
must all be taught of him and leani of him ; 
they must lean upon his arm, the glorious and 
blessed deliverer of his people ; they must 
have tlicir exalted imaginations cast down ; 
they must know and feel the power of his 
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word, to bring them into humility, that they 
may be taught of him. And I believe there 
is an assent to the truth of this in many solid 
seeking minds that are now present. Though 
human learning and science in itself, when 
properly applied for the purposes wluch it is 
fitted and designed for, are by no means to be 
despised ; nay, when those who are qualified 
with what is called a liberal education, are^ 
by the influence of the spirit of Jesus Christ, 
brought down into a true Christian state, they 
may be eminently qualified for the promoting 
of truth and righteousness in their day. Sa 
that I would not have you mistake* We 
make a distinction it is true : but when the 
Lord unites them, when he lays his hand 
upon those that have many advantages in the 
world, he may make them greater instru- 
ments in his hand. But I may also say, that 
some of the greatest ornaments that ever I 
have known in the Church of Christ, who I 
believe were qualified for the preaching of 
t}\e Gospel in the demonstration of the spirit 



Savery's sermons. i27 

and of power, bave been even among those 
that have had little advantages of this kind. 
As it was in the beginning, the same eternal 
power reigns ; the God that commanded light 
to shine out of darkness having shone in their 
hearts, they dwelled and abode in those vo- 
cations wherewith they were called, and they 
have become ornaments in the church, and 
dignified ministers of Christ. But, my 
friends, what I most want is, to see the peo- 
ple brought back again in essential matters ; 
(1 believe that many of all denominations be- 
lieve in the revelatibn of the spirit of the God 
of peace) and to instruct them in the way to 
everlasting peace, and to wait for it, and to 
receive it. There are many sheep, as Christ 
said, who hear my voice, and I know them 
and they follow me, though they may be little 
known of the world. *' My sheep they' hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me ; and I will give them eternal life, and 
none shall be able to pluck them out of (ny 
hands. My father who gave them to me^ 
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is greater than all, and none shall be able to 
pluck them out of my heavenly father's hands." 
O ! that you my dear fellow pilgrims and Chris- 
tians of every rank, and of every name, may 
experimentally know that you have need of 
Christ, then, though you may be hidden from 
the world, yet the Lord knoweth, the Lord 
heareth your prayers, the Lord will magnify 
his power for your redemption and deliver- 
ance ; and no other arm can deliver you from 
the power of death and hell. This I believe i 
and let us, my friends, be laying aside all con- 
troversies about those things which have so 
long oppressed Christianity by contention, 
needless and unprofitable contention. I think 
you will unite with me in saying this has been 
the case. O ! how much needless and un- 
profitable contention there has been in die 
Church of Christ, in the professing church of 
Christ ; for if it had been true and solid — ^the 
foundation in Christ— there would have been 
no such contention ; this is my faith ; they 
would have been united in bynds of peace s^id 
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union for ever; they would have hai-moni^ 
zed ; the same' divine spirit would have spoken 
nearly the saipe language in all ; there would 
have been no room for contention ; there 
would have been no necessity for contention, 
if the Church of Christ had kept hold of the 
foundation which God laid in Sion ; and if 
they had remembered the rock upon which he 
declared he would build his Church, there 
would have been a different appearance. Now 
I believe the same divine Lord is offering, in 
everlasting mercy to all men, to bring them 
back again into this bond of fellowship, to put 
an end to all rents and divisions, to all contra- 
dictions and persecutions, to the end of the 
world. And what /I desire v;ery much, is, 
that all people may have faith in God, and in 
the revelation of his spirit, so as not to let us 
depart from the ancient doctrine. It is here 
the Church of Christ has been erring ; by de- 
parting from this ancient doctrine which never 
was, by all that we can find in the whole New 
Testament, designed tabe changed. TThere 

c 2 
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never was to be another way, nor another dis- 
pensadon to after ages, than was granted and 
given to the primitive believers. This I am 
bold to declare. 

There was to be no new way into the sheep- 
fold, but that way Christ himself declared^ 
** I am the door into the sheep-fold. By me, 
if any man enter, he shall go in and out and 
find pasture." WeU then, it is for this we sit 
down and wait in silence, that we may know 
the promises which are yea and amen forever ; 
that we may know the fulfilling of that which 
Christ has promised ; to be with his church to 
the end of the world. *' Lo I am with you al- 
way— to the end of the world." And for the 
fulfilment of this promise there are many, I 
am persuaded, that not only wait seriously in 
silence, but are waiting and meditating upon 
God, and that be of the same opinion I am, 
it being the way, the most effectual way, to 
be taught of this glorious mystery, which 
God, in the riches of his mercy, teaches to 
all those that love him. But men are carried 



sewzy too much with practices they "have been 
long accustomed to ; we are more filled with' 
prejudices ; and we have a ^at deal less 
charity about us than some would suppose 
themselves to have. We do not judge with 
that candour and impartiality wcf ou^t ; nor 
think of things even of the highest importance 
as we ought to do ; as wise men and wise wo- 
men, as heirs of immortality and eternal life* 
Now I believe here is a large number present, 
who really are enquiring after the truth, 
and who are solicitous that they may know 
the truth and be established in it, more than 
they are to be of any names or forms. 

Well, I believe there are those who are 
God's favourite children, under a variety of 
forms and observations, that I for my own 
part feel by no means to be essentially neces- 
sary to believe of any importance^ nor possi- 
tively commanded to be continued. For 
when the soul is in love with God, he has found 
the living and eternal substance of all the 
shadows, juid all the figures that ever were iji 
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the world, it has no need of elementary 
things ; Why, niy friends, there were many 
types and figures in former dispensations that 
were commanded for a time, and they are 
said to be a school master to bring to Christ ; 
who nailed the hand- writing of ordinances to 
the Cross. 

But let every man be persuaded in his own 
mind ; let every man attend to the light of 
Christ in his conscience ; and follow the dic- 
tates of it fully and faithfully. If thou believ- 
est with all thine heart, that it is thy duty in 
the sight of God to be plunged into water in 
the name of the Father, Son and holy Ghost, 
according to thy faith so be it to thee, let no 
man condemn thee. Nevertheless, I believe, 
that when the substance of all types is fully 
found and felt, when he reigns in his king- 
dom of the heart, when he seats himself 
there, and when we have to partake of that 
bread which came down from heaven, we 
have no need of elementary things ; for that 
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is sufficient for the soul to nourish it up to 
eternal life. 

There were in the beginning many of the 
primitive believers who continued for a sea- 
son in abundance of observations ; they were 
even loath to renounce the dispensations that 
were passed away by the coming of Christ ; 
and even when Christ's Kingdom was come 
into the hearts of them that received it, and 
when be had finished his work his father had 
g^ven him to do, and brought in ^e glorious 
dispensation, by which men might draw nigh 
to God ; even dien there were some of the 
Apostles that thought it was necessary to use 
circumcision ; they could not leave off educa* 
tion, ^ey could not leave ail at once those 
forms they had been accustomed to. Not 
so when it was brought to the council at Jeru* 
jsalem ; they, according as they felt and un* 
derstood matters, reasoned concerning them ; 
they heard one another in the great council 
of Jerusalem. But what was the result of 
this council ? Why, it clearly came to almo$t 



36 sAvery's sermons^ 

we shall find that they all agree, if they ari 
men really seeking after' the truth, and afte 
that foundation which will bear them out whei 
they come to put off mortality. 

All men will acknowledge that the work o 
righteousness i& peace, and the effect of right 
eousness, is quietness to the seuli and assut 
ance for ever. Ail men acknowkdge this. 
have been amongst some men that- have bee; 
called the most barbarous names, as savages 
I have spent a great deal of time with- them 
aye, scmie months^ and I found they hakl nc 
been instructed, they had not had the great ac 
vantage that we have. The preaching of th 
Gospel was little known amongst them ; yi 
clear outlines of what the Gospel of Jesi 
Christ requires, were written upon their hearti 
they could say in terms of equal importanc 
verily there is a reward to the righteous, v< 
rily there is a God that judgeth in the eartl 
verily we are accountable beings, verily thei 
is a state of immortality ; there is a blessc 
and happy one for those that, according to tl 
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best of their knowledge, serve the great Spirit 
in this world ; who do no wrong to their 
neighbour, who live in God's fear, who lift up 
their hearts to him and implore his assistance* 
These are the sentiments the wild inhabitants 
of America are taught, whom we are pleased 
to call barbarians : so that (I believe) if men 
would keep to the foundation, if they would 
not scatter hither and thither after a variety of 
non-essential things, they would sooner be 
brought into greater harmony and union. For 
there is but one God over all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all ! Aye, 
may some say, is he in us all ? Why, there is 
nothing more continually enforced upon us, 
in all the doctrine of the New Testament 
than God and Christ in us the hope of Glory ; 
Wd I believe this is not a time for those who 
have the benefit of reading the Scriptures to 
deny this ; it is a great benefit, a peculiar ad- 
vantage which God has favoured us with, 
who profess the name of Christ ; it would be 
a great advantage to some of you, my j'^ouni;^ 
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friends, were you more acqvuunted therewidi« 
if there was more delight in reading the Scrip- 
tures than there is in the present generation^ 
and less delight in reading those tilings that 
make a jest of heaven and hell, of God, and 
all things serious ; I believe it would be a 
great advantage to many of the rising youth. 

I know that I for many years so abused my 
time in reading novels, romances, plays, and a 
variety of trumpery of this kind, that I had no 
relish for the Scriptures ; and when I was 
brought to read the words, they were a sealed 
book to me ; I saw nothing in them, I had no 
delight in them ; I would take them up and 
lay them down, and knew nothing of their val- 
ue. — So it is with many ; it is so with a? 
abundance, both in Europeiand America ;- 
much time is spent upon trifles ; upon tho 
things that, instead of giving any real solid c 
joyment, only tend to banish all those ratio 
and well-founded pleasures and enjoymc 
which the Christian ezperiencesT 

This is my testimony, because I know ' 
1 9ay. I was for a number of years a sb 
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them: I kndw where they led me to^ and I 
kndw where they led mcfronu But thanks be 
t& God, there is something which all men may 
experience, that will set their souls at rest ; 
that will relieve them firom any anxiety after 
every burden of the passing hour. 

A man that loveii to contemplate, (and it is 
truly consistent widi the dignity of a rational 
being, that is here for a few years, and pre- 
sently makes his eait and is seen no more) a 
mdn that can devote his leisure hours, to 
contemplate the hdbility of his rank in creati- 
oh, the majesty and greatness of that adorable 
Being, who created sill things by the word of 
his power, and who can contemplate diat glo- 
rious scene that awadts the righteous, has more 
real enjoyment than all the pleasures ushered 
into the world. And this I am persuaded of, 
that a private sober meditation, and an even- 
ing's walk of a wise man, thus informed, is 
indeed the highest gratification that noble and 
rsltional beings, as we are, can enjoy* And 
that is wherein I want you, my yoimg friends, 
to set out right. In the early part of your 
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youth, Search the Scriptures ; they are books 
of inestimable value. One of the great men of 
this nation, who some ages ago was preparing 
to die, when he came to lay down his head 
upon his bed of sickness, and saw the awful 
hour of death was come — What were his la- 
mentations and expressions I Why he said, 
O ! that I had served my Gqd as faithfully as 
I have served my king ; it would have been 
better for me now ! He had been a great and 
famous statesman. Now, my friends, this 
was his experience, and it may npt be incom- 
patible with the Christian. Another of the 
same kind, whoni I do not now recollect, but 
it was another man of eminepce, that said, if 
he had his time to go over ag^in ux this world, 
he would fpend muclj of it in reading David's 
Psalms, and Paul's Epistles. And I wish 
you, my young friends, in this employ. Then 
you would find for yourselye?, that the doc- 
trine therein contained would lead >ou to 
God's kingdom. You would find indeed that 
God was ni^h unto yovu " He is not," says 
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Paul, ** afar ofF from any one of jrou, for in 
him ye move and have your being."^ This 
was their constant testimony. Nay, before 
the coming of Jesus Christ, they acknowledge 
ed his divinity. And shall we go back and 
say it is no such thing ? — Did not Socrates 
and. Seneca, and many others, acknowledge 
the divinity was he that led them: Uiat shewed 
them that they were immortal^ and caused 
them to aspire after those things that would 
recommend them to the notice of God, and to 
great and everlasting peace i O ! my friends, 
there are a cloud of witnesses from generation . 
to generation that the Lord has raised up in 
this manner to declare to the people, that He 
it was, and He it is, who is the true teacher of 
all wisdom, of all that wisdom which cometh 
down from him, which is pure, peaceable, 
gende, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy, 
full of good fruit ; and it is by this wisdom 
that we should be brought into the harmony 
that I have been speaking of. O ! that men 
would wait for it, that they would ask for it, 

d2 
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and that there were more who practised re- . 
tirement in the world, and more sincerity of 
heart even in our prayers ! for what is it to 
be saying ^^ Lord, Lord,-' from the cradle to 
the grave f If we are not deairous to be 
taught of him, and to do his will, what will it 
signify ? Many in the hurry of life do not 
consider him sufficiently, but when they are 
brought to lay down upon a sick bed ; O ! 
how changed do things appear, in how diiFer- 
£nt a point of view. I have been before ma- 
ny at death ; I have visited the chambers of 
those that have been penitent ; I have heard 
their expressions ; many a time have I seen 
the work of the Lord upon them : How it ; 
hath changed them ! One of the brightest 
yoimg men that ever I knew, I may say, the de* 
light of his acquaintance ; yea the pride of all 
gay company, who was the life, or as some 
say, the soul of every place he visited; for 
his gsuety, humour, and wit— O ! the Lord 
in his wisdom did not suffer hiin to remain in 
this way, but laid his hand upon him ; anc 
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laid him upon a sick bed,* and when he'waa 
there, such was the state of this bright young 
man, that, when he was brought ta see that he 
had not many days to continue in this stage, 
he required to see some whom he- thought 
were religious, and when he saw them, O! 
how his heart was tortured ! and what were 
his expressions ? why 'upon this wise, ** I, 
(says he) have seen abundance ; I know men 
and things, I have passed through and been at 
different Courts, I have tasted a great deal of 
what the world calls enjoyments in this earth , 
I have been educated in some religious prin- 
eiples ; but- 1 saw that they were too narrow 
for me, they confined me too much, there was 
not room' and liberty enough for me } I read 
BohtsGBKOKEy HuME^ and Paine, and I had 
almost encouraged myself therein. But now 
it has pleased the Lord to bring me upon this 
bed of sickness ; I know I have a Physician, 
but no medical aid can help me now, my 
friends.'* I went to him,. I found him wet 
with tears ; he told me his former compani^ 
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ons neglected him ; and he said^ if they had- 
not neglected me, they would' have yielded me 
no comfort ; they would have been stings to 
my conscience, and as daggei's to my heart, 
because I have been in their state. Now, 
said he, what would you have me do in this 
situation ? O, said he, I want to believe, but 
I have been so dark, and encourisiged these 
principles so long, that I cannot believe as I 
ought to do. Well, this was truly a sorrow* 
ful and affecting scene to nt^, and so it would 
have been to many if they had been present. 
The Lord, no doubt, is rich in mercy, and I 
trust he visited his soul, even the lasft few days 
of his life ; and to him I commit it. I can-^ 
not say that infinite Love did not even at that 
late hour accept him. But O ! my friends, 
let us, while we have strength and liberty, let 
us with all our hearts apply them tx) those 
things which will be something to lean upon in 
such an hour! For diis indeed is the end of all 
religion, talk of it as long as we may ; so to live 
as not to be afraid to die ; that ¥fe may ao die 
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when it shall please the Lord to* separate us 
from tWs body, that we may live before him 
for ever ! . » 

SERMON IV. 

There are certain obligations that are the 
same in all nations and countries : and I would 
not have you believe, my friends, that when I 
spoke of the outward and typical things, such 
as washing, such as abstaining from blood and 
things strangled, which are not observed in 
the present day by a large number of Chris- 
tians, diat I meant to censure any part of the 
iporal Law. No : I ^j) Ueve it never can be 
dispensed with ; but the whole of those things 
which the councils of Jerus.ale^i forbade, are 
forbidden in all nations as an eternal decree. 
If thought I might so far explain upon this 
head, as I do not know, my dear, friends, 
when it may please the Lord to bring me with 
you again. I feel my heart boiind in aifection 
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to many of the Citizens of London, I wish 
their everlasting welfare ; I seek not jrou, 
nor any thing that is yours to myself ; but all 
men and my own soul also, to God ; \hat we 
may with reverence of soul seek him, if hap- 
pily we may find him ; that those that are con«^ 
vinced by the light of Christ in their conscien* 
ces, of what their duty is to God, may, with 
child-like submission and obedience to hia 
holy will, conform to it in all thtags ; for if 
It has pleased God to enlighten thee in any 
matter 6r thitig, as soon as he is pleased to 
shew thee what thou oughtest to do, and thoti 
neglectest thy duty thereito, then thou becoih- 
est condemnable before him ; no nian will be 
condemned for that which God hath not 
shewn him ; but I believe it is possible for men 
to neglect the means of obtaining the know* 
ledge of the will of God. Not being serioiis 
enough, not seeking it in the way it is to be 
found. Not asking wisdom of him who gives 
liberally to all men and upbraideth none. 
Our all is at stake. If I am an tothusiast in 



tbe$e things, the Lord preserve me an enthu^ 
slast to the end of my days* I believe that 
the whole wotid, and all the advantages that 
^y can obtmn, will be indeed as the smallest 
dust in the balance against die salvation of the 
immortal soul : therefore it is that I sgn serious, 
and concerned formy ownsoid and for those of 
others* And I believe that if those who are con- 
vinced of the ways of Truth and Righteous- 
ness, if thoy with simplicity of soul acknow- 
ledge the truth, and live in the truth of the 
divine law, they will not only have a;^ladden- 
ing hope of a glorious immortality in the 
world to come ; but they will also be favour- 
ed with on hundred fold of peace and joy in 
this life. I think I know it from some de- 
gree of experience, I never knew w|;iat trup 
and real enjoyment was in the Lord's tempo- 
ral blessings, till it pleased him to touch my 
heart and bring me to a §ense of my state, 
and of obedience to him* I am firmly per^' 
suaded that way the Lord Jesus Christ 
has cast up for those that will finally be heirs 
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t)f his kingdom, is iieither gloomy, Aor 
proper for a reasonable, sensible, digni 
mind to walk in ; there is liberty enou 
there is room enough ; we do not wan^ 
rob you of any thing ; neither did ypur 
deemer and Saviour, that was truly valu; 
even in the enjoynaent of the present wo 
not of any temporal blessing which, God 
granted ; the true and solid enjojrment 
them is found only by a truly religi 
mind. O ! the glorious liberty there is in 
truth as it is in . Jesus ! What are all 
opinions of men in comparison of it ? \ 
trifling, how light their senseless con 
dictions : they are ever changing ! There 
my friends, a glorious and blessed liberty 
the truth as it is in Jesus, that I would 
God all men might enjoy ; that so his Chu 
might once more put on her beautiful j 
ments : that all those uncharitable dispos 
ons which ate harboured by some, thougl 
hope in this enlightened day, not by a gi 
many, may be removed ; God is doing th 
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away, seeking thus his dilm work ; . he is abol* 
ishing those things which kept us so long at a 
distance secretly, and Vill bring them to 
nought ; this is my opinion ; and more and 
more charity will prevail : let ud . cherish 
let us with one accord be willing to live in 
it, and to die in it ; thenindeed shall we em- 
brace one another as brethren. There will be 
\io such thing as hurting, or doing one another 
an injury : the peaceable kingdom ol Jesus 
Christ our Saviour,' being established and set 
up in the hearts of men, would put an end to 
WAR, and all the horrors appending to it in 
the world. O ! that men might once more 
embrace one another as brethren, and enjoy 
the glorious liberty of children of one com- 
tcion family. 
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SERMON V. 

Delivered at the Meeting-house of Friends^ in 
J^eter*s Courts St. Martinis Lane^ London^ 
C7i First-day evenings the 25th of Seventh 
Monthy 1796.— Tai^n in short- hand by 
Job Sibly. 

THE present is an age of many uncom- 
mon events, and the curious observer will 
not be inattentive to what they tend ; and in- 
deed many are filled with, conjectures where 
these things will end. It is a day also, 
wherein men of science have been exceeding- 
ly curious in their researches ; they have 
brought up some new and before unheard of 
things to view : and probably some of them 
may be turned to advantage to their country, 
in ages to come, though they are not now al- 
together usefully employed in the world. . 

But I have been thinking, my friends, c 
one Science worth them all j for if men wei 
even to possess the power of counting all t' 
luminaries of heaven, and to mea3ure i 
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magnSude of all the heavenly bodies, even of 
those that lay beyond the reach of the present 
observenB ; if they knew all the hidden ,ar- 
caiui of nature, what would it avail, if they 
were destitute of the knowledge of God and 
themselves i 

Know ye not your own sehes*? 
So said the Apostle. . A great lessons 
One of a later time had tlus reflection upon 

it, 

** Man know thyself ^ enough for num to know.^ 
Now I conceivef^my friends, here is a wide 
field unexplained by many ; and wherein I am 
convinced the richest treasure is to be found j; 
the most Worthy of all knowledge ; viz. the 
knowledge of God and ourselves* Yea *^ to 
know Thee the only true God, and Jesuf 
Christ whom thou hast sent, is life eternal*^* 
Jesus the Son and sent of God.' Well, my 
friends, there is no doubt but that there are a 
number present, who at times have been em- 
ployed in this most important and serious en- 
cjuiry. But there are many men who caa 

* 3 QorinthiMSf xiU. 5. 
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ftpend day after day, and year after year, in 
labour and search almost indefatigable, with-' 
out being weary, in things that concern only 
this short and uncertain state of being j who 
are not patient enough to devote the same 
time, the same attention, the same dedicadon 
of their faculties and powers which God hai 
given them, to the most important and enrich- 
ing of all sciences* 

And this is, my friends, what I have been 
lamenting both in my own country and in this* 
For I believe, as surely a#the great Creator 
and ruler of the imi verse has granted us pow- 
ers and talents for the most glorious and dig- 
nified purposes, so, I believe, that one day 
all men will be brought to an account of their 
stewardship. The infidel in time of health 
_ fimiles at this ! *^ But, (this I acknowledge) 
though men may live fools, yet fools they 
cannot die." Men, while they are diverting 
themselves, in the passing enjoyments of the 
present life, however vain and little, and be- 
low the dignit\' of their nature, may b^ sa 
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amused, and suffer them so to take up their 
faculties and powers, tliat they may never be 
in a capacity to think and feel sufficiently after 
the most solid and important thing* Certain- 
ly^ my friends^ this is a cause of sorrow to 
every thinking mind ; and I know that it is, 
Stfid ever must be, a cause of real affliction to 
^.very gospel minister, who believes in the 
sacred and unchangeable truths which have 
every confirmation, that reasonable minds 
could dare to ask, or that was necessary for 
the wise and bene^cient Gqd to give. (Thi& 
is my faith.)-~rhus ministers, I am persuade 
ed, under every naihe, professing Christi- 
anity, must behold with sorrow their feUow 
pilgrims travelling towards an endless etemi- 
ty; involved in things below, and unfit for 
those that they ought to be employed in, lay-» 
ing up a foundation against the time to come ; 
that so they may lay hold of eternal Life. 
For I conceive there are very few, perhaps 
iione at all, that could entertain a* belief that 
they are not immortal. 

E 2 
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« 

" If man is not immortal, God*s unjust.^ 

so said one, a pious writer, " to send him in 
this world in the condition that we see him, 
even in his best estate." ^For verily, as said 
one of the ancient Scripture writers, " Every 
man in his best estate is vanity," take him in 
whatsoever condition of life you may. Those 
that are in the enjojonent of so much of this 
world's goods, that they can compass every 
pleasure (falsely so called) that the world and 
all its auxiliaries can give, know they no qio* 
ments of sadness I My p^suasion is, they 
have many. A man of pleasure is a man of 
pain ; this may appear a paradox, but it is 
no more than true. Those that are lov'ers of 
pleasure, more than lovers of God, are in. 
every condition of human life, men of pain* 
The infirmity of a man's body the spirit of a 
man can bear, but a wounded spirit who caB 
bear ? There are many who can support with 
much fortitude and patience, lingering psuu 
of body ; they can meet death with some ap*» . 
parent degree of composure and fortitude^ 
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provided always that the sting of death be 
drawn, not else ; , if a man is in his rational 
understanding. For the common infirmities 
of a man, the spirit of a man can bear ; but a 
wounded spirit who can be^ ? 

Well, my friends, it is in great mercy that 
the Lord wounds us : it is not thoa that 
woundest thyself. An house divided against 
itself can never stand. Dost thou'thine own 
self condemn thyself ? No : it is as clear as 
any axiom in Euclid ; it cannot be, it is im- 
possible ; an I^use divided against itself can 
never stand. What is it that condemns, 
what is it that disquiets, what is it thai unset- 
tles and confuses' the mind of those that have 
been guilty of enormous crimes^ What is it 
that causes the murderer to fly from country 
to country, and find no resting place for the 
sole of his feet ; np bed soft enough for him* 
to repose upon! I say it is Conscience.--^ 
What is Conscience ? The voice of God, I 
pay, in thy soul : this is cons<Hence. — ^The 
eame voice that called to Adam j^ when he hacj 
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transgressed the commandment of liis Crea- 
tor ; " Adam, where art thou ?" Adam was 
weak enough to conceive he could conceal 
himself from Him that had even made tlie 
earth, the sea, and the fountains of waters I 
",Adam, where art thou !" Why he knew 
that he had transgressed the command of God, 
and he was afraid : " I knew thy I'oice, and 
was afraid." Well, so may every sinner, 
great or little ; and know this is the cause of 
their fears : '* I heard thy voice and was 
afraid." It is in vain, I conceive, for men to 
talk of the principles of their education ;— 7 
those things are as women's tales ; they arc 
old as the creation of the world we live in ; 
and will remain, I believe. Until the firmament 
shall be dissolved as with fervent heat, and 
earth and all that are therein again dissolve. 
This is my faidi : and all the wise and all the 
good have borne testimony similar to tliis ; 
that have written, and that have spoken in the 
various ages of mankind; they have' borne 
testimony to the Law of God written in their 
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hearts, fllow futile, how weak for men 
to talk of divisions and sub*divisions in 
these things ! to speak of natural conlscience ; 
and the same futility in their arguments, in 
their lessons, and in tRose convulsions that 
there are when we see the great, awful and 
tremendous works of God that appear in the 
earth ; to say it is Nature !— 

HowJFutile, for men not to look up through 
nature to nature's God, to confuse and con- 
found themselves and one another* Tliis is 
my faith, and I do not want you to receive it 
any further than it may coincide with Ae best 
light and knowledge which God in his mercy 
has granted you* I do not want you to pin 
your faith upon mine. No: we seek not 
man's silver, nor gold, nor applause, nor any 
thing that is their's : we call not the people 
together to amuse them with fine words, and 
fine speeches, but with that philanthropy 
which ever ought and ever must accompany 
the mind of a true gospel minister ; and wiQ 
md^ce him ^if he has really been benefited b^ 



i 



i 



the knowledge of God himself) to de 
with ardour of soul that all men may comi 
the same experience. I have reason to i 
God be thanked, for me who was in darki 
as thick as anj of my contemporanes, c 
cemingGod, and the things of God, swalli 
ed up in endcing pleasures, and vaniuet 
this life, as much as many of you, and perh 
most of you, and as far from the knowlei 
of that peace which passes all natural rea 
and understanding of men, as any could 
Thanks be to God, who is wise, who ne 
leaves any of us in diis state, without cc 
punction of soul, from season to season : v 
follows us in the night revels, who follows 
into the halls of licentiousness, who follows 
in the midst of our gay career with our cc 
panions, and wounds our most joyful scene; 
this I am clear of: so that in the midst 
laughter I can freely acknowledge, I hi 
been stiil sad — -because my heart was &: 
" I heard thy voice and was afraid." 
Well, my friends, there is a great dsaX » 
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about religion in thq world ; nien have (shall 
I say) hewn out a variety of systems, that 
have been strong in their inventions, and va- 
rious in the powers which God has given them, 
to reason upon, each one upon their own sjrs- 
tem* It is not systems nor opinions— It is- 
neither high church nor low church that I am 
speaking about now. There is ^ut one true 
and living church, the whole world over. — 
RXen may call themselves what they please : 
the world calls me a ^aier— and thee a Dis- 
senter in another form — ^and thee a member 
pf the Established Church^^^Byit what is all 
this ? My friends, these are names, they are 
distinctions amongst men: but are they distinc- 
tions with God ? Does he know hig'k church, 
and low church ? Does he descend to inquire 
whether thou art a Methodist or a Presbytert- 
ariy thou a Baptist j thou a Roman Catholic ? 
No : But is thy heart right ? Art thou sincere 
in thy desires to know him and to serve him ? 
This is the great poiut : to laiow him, and 
to know thine ownself ; the situation in which 
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he has placed thee, who is the Authot of thy 
being; the reason he has given to thee that 
Beings and the glory which he proposes to 
crown it with, if thou wilt, witti simplicity of 
heart, live in his counsel, and in his fear, and 
avoid those things that are repugnant to God's " 
purity, with a pure and truly enlightened 
tnind* Men have too long been tossed about 
those things, I am persuaded of it ; €Uid a 
day, I am glad to hope, is speedily advancing, 
when there shall belittle heard of it in the 
world. The sword of persecution is iiia 
great measure (through the Lord's mercy) 
staid ; and yet there- is room for it to be more 
closely sheathed. I believe men are coming 
back to think for themselves ; to feel for 
themselves as they ought to do ; to inquire 
after the truth ; not of leaders of sects or 
parties, and of men appointed for to lead them 
in a certain way— but to inquire after it wise- 
ly — independant one upon another — and de- 
pendant only, in thte point, upon God, the 
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fountain of all wisdom and knowledge. (This 
is my belief.) 

So that, my friends, as I said before, I am 
not come among you to gather you to my par- 
ty ; but that all men may become so inquisi- 
tive for themselves, that they may be joined 
to God and Christ in their part. For there 
are, I am persuaded in my own experience, 
men that I have found, both in this country 
and in my own country, (where all men are 
free to possess and believe whatever they 
please, as to opinions of religion) I say there 
su-e those among the various professors, whom 
I can embrace as children pf one great and 
universal Parent, in the truth, as it is in 
Jesus. 

So it cannot be — ^it would be contrary to 
charity that I should seem to be bigotted to 
any party upon earth ; but I want that all men 
should search and see for themselves ! " Draw 
nigh to God, and he Mrill draw nigh uiito you, 
as he did in the primitive ages to the primi- 
tive believers. He was known of the patri- 
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archs ; He was known of the prophets ; He 
was known of the Apostles ; they knew that 
He was in them ; they knew his power crea- 
ted all things ; they knew He filled all things ; 
•• He is not far (says the learned Paul) from 
any of you, for in him ye live, move and have 
your being.'' But he perceived the learned 
Athenians, who were exceeding wise in their 
day, he perceived that when he passed by 
their altar, how dark they were in the most es- 
sential of all sciences. " For (says. he) I per- 
ceive^that in all things ye are too superstiti- 
ous : for as I passed by your altar, I saw this 
inscription upon it — " To the unknowk 
God" — and "that God, whom ye ignorantly 
worship, declare I unto yoiu^' This w^ the 
business of the Apostle amongst both Jew attfl 
Gentile ; they were not ashamed to confess 
their opinion, yea even in the Athenian courts 
among the great philosophers. Yea, many 
philosophers, even before the comiag of Jesus 
Christ in the world, declared to the same di- 
vine principle, that I believe would unite all 
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men in the ground and bottom of one substan- 
tial ever-enduring felicity. — ^They declared 
(we may .read divers of them)— 'they spoke of 
die Divinity, that thtcre was One that enlight- 
ened their minds to know good from evil, ?nd 
that inspired them to do things that were wor- 
thy of their dignity as men and immortals. — 
Thtey frequently testified to that holy princi- 
*ple, which, after all, is the grounds work &. all 
4'eligion in every sort of people j even in idol- 
atrous nations. For Jesus Christ came 
not partially to enlighten one, and no other 
part : He was ** The Word that was in the 
beginning ; that was with God, and that was 
God'*— and that was afterwards made flesh, 
mxording to the will of the Father, who 
could as easily have sent him in that body to 
every comer oif the world (we may readily 
suppose) and a thousand times more so to 
natural conceptions, for all things are easy to 
him as the Creator of the world, and all things 
that are therein. But I say, he came to en- 
lighten the world with ^ greater degree of 
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light than ever Was before — ^to bring light and 
immortality more abuiidantly to life in the 
world. And a great and especial favour I ac- 
count it to be. And I believe tKe more we 
arc acquainted with the Scriptures, the mor^ 
we shall all be made to acknowledge, they are 
a special favour of God to mankind : contain- 
ing, in the simplicity of their doctrine, the 
most deep and heavenly mysteries ; and sub- 
lime beyond all the writings of any philoso- 
phers in the world, be they ever so great ; or 
any that are called divines : yea, they are sim- 
ply, and virtually in their doctrines, truly sub- 
lime beyond all tlie soaring opinions of men ! 
I want the present generation therefore to 
read for themselves. Search the Scriptures 
for yourselves : let no man come unto you, 
and say, " I have studied them for many years 
— I have seen them in many languages-r-rand 
I can instruct you better than you can b^ 
otherwise instructed ;" for depend upon it, 
they iiave some end to answer, let them come 
and say what they may. Because the. same 
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eternal Spirit that gave all the mysteries that 
ever were revealed to mankind, to the Pro- 
phets or the Apostles, or any of the ministers 
whatever, remains to be resorted' to this day, 
the same as in that day ; and the same eter* 
iial Spirit must open the Sdrigtures that gave 
them : for nothing inferior to the power that 
gave the glorious and blessea doctrine of the 
New Testament, can reveal and open them to 
thy understanding and mine ; not all the 
men of science in the world, I am persuad- 
ed : for we see it really and truly fulfilled, 
the Lord has confounded the wisdom of the 
wise, and brought to nought the understand- 
ing of the prudent, when they have meddled 
with these things. Qne saying, this is the 
true interpretation : and another saying that 
is the true interpretation ; and another saying 
as it were, I am wiser than thou. Oh, 
what confusion has happened amongst the 
pool professors of Christianity, wherever this 
has been the case ! Now, here are some with 
the Scriptures in their hands (and, indeed, 

F 2 
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there is one got over into my nation, where I 
live, that is leading the people by the ear, with 
the Scripture in his hand, endeavouring to 
prove things diametrically inconsistent with 
the very book that he holds forth!) My 
friends, how is it, or where shall we find 
Truth ? I see the people are scattered ex- 
ceedingly by it ; some run for a season after 
one man, and they say, ^^ This is the man } 
and now (say they) I have found him j I nev- 
er heard one before like this man :'' and in a 
few months (they being as ujistabl^ as water) 
they SLri cast another way :-^and then another 
comes and says abundance of fine things, who 
Is very learned and very. elegant, and they ssgr, 
" This man is come to this place, we will go 
and hear him.^' Alas, alas ! hew this is de- 
scending from the dignity in which we were 
created, and from the resource which God has 
granted ; for " God is Light, and in him is no 
darkness at all ;*' he is the light of the world, 
and the life of men ; the light that has enlight- 
ened, and will enlighten, every man and wo- 
mm that cometh into the worlds** So that 
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the Prophets, before the coining of Jesus 
Christ, could say iii confidence, beholding the 
glorious days in which we live, and which 
some of them desired to see, for many Pro^ 
phets and righteous nnen have desired to see 
one of these days which ye see, but could not ; 
yet widi an eye of .fauth they beheld it afar 
off: ♦* Abraham saw my day (says Christ) 
and rejoiced :*' Why, how could Abraham 
see his day, but through the inshining of that 
glorious light which gave him to see the 
things which God, in the riches of his mercy 
and; wisdom, was designing to do in the 
earth ? This is the spirit of prophecy. 

Well, my friends, have we all received a 
measure of this light ? " If any nian says 
that he has not the spirit of Christ, then he is 
none of his. That which is to be known of 
God is manifested an man," says the Apostle. 

How plain how simple are these doctrines ! 
Is it any wonder that die Prophets arid the 
Aposdes, who were inspired of God, should 
epeak in this manaer of the gospel day : That 
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vre have no n^ed that any man teach U5-«*that 
^' we have no need that any man should say 
to his brother, or to His neighbour^ know 
thou the Lord ; for all men shall know Him 
from the least to the greatest of them." For 
*' I will write my law in their hearts, I 
will place it in their inward parts ; they shall 
be my people, and I \vill be their Gqd," 

Now this is the doctrine, my friends, 
which the Apostles preached — and it is Ae 
faith which we contend for. We have no 
new doctrine to preach unto the world, but 
the same that has past the test of niany ages, 
the same that the holy men of God continued 
to declare both before and after the Apostles, 
and that has been confirmed throughout all 
the Scripture. This is the faith that the Apos- 
tie spoke of, when he made mention what 
faith it was that he contended for. He said 
he had no need to say, ^ who shall ascend up 
into heaven, that is, to bring Christ down 
from thence, or who fhall descend into 
the depth, that is, to bring up Ghridt again 
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from the dead. The word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart : and this is the 
word of faith that w^ preach ;" and no other 
word of faith can ever be preached consistent 
with the gospel of Christ ; and this adhered to, 
my friends, would be sufficient to reconcile 
all the contradictory differences that are in 
the world. They would be taught one and 
the same thing — it would put an end to all 
evil censuring one another. It would put an 
end to all persecutions ; to all prejudices one 
against another ; to all boasting one against 
another, as though I was more holy than thou, 
as if my system was better than thine, and I 
was nearer the kingdom of heaven than thou 
art — all being taught of thi$ divine eternal, all- 
sufficient WoRp. The people would speak 

■ * 

fthe same language : this I am persuaded of. 
But while they remain to be in the manner 
that many are, saying, " I am for Paul, I am 
for Apollos, and I am for Cephas," and are pot 
grilling to be gathered to be of Christ — rfor, as 
eaid the Apostle, " "VVas Paul crucified for 
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you ? — Is Christ divided ?" ' Can there be 
any divisions in his church? No ; I con- 
ceive not* There can be no rents and schisms ; 
Christ and his church being united, they are 
one in him. And where they are one in him, 
a glorious and blessed imity will subsist; for 
*' one is your master, and all ye are brethren.^' 
Then there would-be no contention for supe- 
riority in the church : no such thing ; it 
ivould be impossible. For if any one of you 
would be the greatest of all, let him become 
the servant of sdl. This would be the way 
to be great in the church of Christ. For it 

remains to be the same now that it was in the 

' • .'.-.'■.•• ^ 

days of Christ's flesh \ the way to be the 
greatest is to be the most humble ; to be die 
most virtuous ; to be full o^ love and charity 
towards our fellow-creatures and our fellow* 
probationers. I say, this is the only way to 
seek true dignity in the Church. There 
would be no aspiring after great places sSid 
employments in it. Though I have charity to 
believe, that even some who haye been called 
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dignitaries of ther^hurch (for indeed the 
Lord bears with i&any of our Weaknesses and 
infirmities) have been zealous and honest con- 
tenders for the Faith, as far as it pleased! 
Him to enlighten thern.^ But I sun confident of 
this in my own mind, that the day is hastening, 
wherein there will be one Shepherd, and one 
Sheepfold, the whole world over. For this 
is the true nature of the. gospel dispensation* 
But oh, alas ! what does it s(ppear to be in 
ihis day ? — How different from the priq^itive 
estate, when it was declared, that,, ^ By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another.^^ Well, look 
over Christendom at this day : Does the Ma- 
hometan behold our light as it shines ? When 
they take the Testament in their own handi^ 
ikity are as wise to discern as we are ; they 
are men of the same powers, and possess 
the same faculties to compare things as we do. 
Well, what would an honest Mahometan say ? 
" Thou endeavourest to convert m$ to be a 
Christian ; but for what purpose ? Are the 
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Christians wiser— Are they better — Are 1 
more virtuous than an honest Musselm 
Give me an instance of it. Do they love 
another better than the Mahometans i" 

Well, my friends, do not be afraid of 
inquiry, it is the way to truth ; it is the i 
^\•e must examine things ; and, as I said 
fore, it is a day of inquiry : let us no: 
afraid of inquiry. IVIen have been afraic 
bringing things to the test. But I believ 
will not be sufficient to think so-long : an 
invite you that are men of freedom, of in 
pendent minds, search for the truth for yo 
selves. Let no man lead you in those thi 
which God is sufficient to i^rect and lead ; 
into himself, who is die fount^n of all v 
dora and knowledge ; who has given tl 
. powers and faculties to discern thy way, i 
to judge what he has called thee into ex! 
cnce for i w at is thy business in thy pa 
ing through this transient state of being, sot 
thou mayest inherit eternal life. 



O Christendom ! thou oughtest to be a light 
to enlighten the Heathen, and a glory ; aye, 
die ^ory of God, to the ends of the earth ! 
How they must look upon us ! For even 
the Mahometans, having the New Testament 
in their hands, how must they stand amazed, 
when they comie to compare these things with 
that our great Leader said: " By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples,- be- 
cause ye love one another." And are there 
any people more at discord ?— Are thejur any 
more at variance either in a private or in a 
public national capacity ?— -O ! , how this has 
wounded me ! — ^bear with me, my friends, I 
do not wish to hurt any mind present by any 
means whatever. If thou thinkest not as I 
think, thou wilt not be judged by my consci- ^ 
ehce : but by the light thou hast received thy- * » 
self. And if thine heart condemn thee not, 
then wilt thou have faith and hope towards 
God ; and I condemn thee not neither : but 
while we are endeavouring to seek after truth; 
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do not let ti8 be ^SnULei tdetkii^^ ham^ 
ledge of it. ^ , - . ' : •:: - , ■■■-^ir 

But, my fiiieiidst ^ u^ Mt ii liwo<|fo iap 
we are — ^If the foudatiaii of ,Gtf . staads 
where it used to be ; wbetfacr«ir/'afle>lesl^ 
upon the same iiachaiqgeabkfopiftdatnkvliU^ 
ihe Aposdes wct€ ? Aiulif we are^ dm: W0 
may be in ffae Mtne fjianQmnk'hc^^ 
de^ce whidi they wtre ) weiBagr*ic|dfee.wilb 
a hc^e that will witfail nam .Ae liour.tsf 
death; and that wip ahaU Kecchwttcnyivm.iaC 
immortdiljry if w^ are fauildiBg W flie^ baik i 
and if we are adb^rmg tolhe^iinDe gmind'cf 
fiddiwhidi they did* Wf 11 thmi| ititf .iniyi MUpf 
ifaey have e a a minf id ihm tiUoff^ . ftwiSnot 
doiiB any hurt to cratniar thiemisver and over 
again* ^Tsvts ia ptecioua^ jaidao nMME 
hem imch tioie ia ^leiit ik inviMigJi^^ 
For* suie I «a^ if ihe GtmpA wfbii:}ifA^i!tfm 
cootiBoedlDthiaday, thauAMBdaavidllp^^MNii* 
aanda th«t have died mAtt lidd/^ batdet, 
wovU fiothawv^ died itt that way^ aad the 
carnage itad devMationa that itoblated ao 
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manjrpitts of Europe would have been pre- 
vented. O the cry of the widows and the ten- 
der orphims in the several countries of £u- 
rc^ ! Ought this tp have been ? Or would 
It ever have been, if men had kept to the 
principle which taught them not only to love 
^their brethren, but to love their enemies ; to do 
good to them that persecuted them, and that 
despitefuHy used them ; that so they might be 
the children of their heavenly Father, who 
cnuseth the rain to descend, and the sun to 
riiine, both upon the just and the unjust. 

^^ Why (tome may say) do not talk of 
things impossible. Is it possible for a man 
to be brought into such a condition as not to 
revenge injuries and insults ^" I believe it 
is; and that it it the disposition that every 
Christian ougfit to be brought into— not to re- 
venge injuries and insults, but to bear them 
widi patienoe. 

Some may here say, ^ What, wouldst thou 
have us to be cowardt ?" No : but heroes in 
the Limb's army* And ^o is there that 
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needs be ashamed tx) be in the Lamb's armyf 
to gain the victory I It would be a thousand 
times more magnanimous, indeed, to put up 
with litde injuries, one with another^ than ta 
resent them in anger ; it shows a low and lit- 
tle mind to do that ; great minds are above 
it. And the Christian sees a state exalted far 
beyond this, and that we are even called to it, 
the very form of our prayer testifies : *' If 
thou forgivest not those that trespass against 
thee, (our blessed Lord said) neither will thy 
Fadier w hich is in heaven forgive thee." These 
are solid and unshaken Truths, that all the so- 
phistry of men will never be able to invalidate* 
*^ Forgive us our trj^^fa^^e^ as rve forgive 
them that trespass against v*"rrrWho then 
can say this prayer, and still CQQtinue in 9 . 
spirit of revenge ; and say to bis brother^ an 
eye for an eye, and a tpoth for a tooth ; thou 
hast injured me, and I will injure thee? 
Well, then those ought to be carefiil upon 
what terms they lay their salvation ; for the 
Lord is here prescxibing the very teims in Im 



e^ellesLt prayer, ** Forgive us our tres- 
passes, only as we forgive them that tres- 
pass against us :" this is the true meaning of 
the pfayer. No further prayest thou when 
thou usest the prayer given by our blessed 
Lord himself* Bu!t, my friends, though I 
do not want to enlarge a- great deal, I want 
to see the peaceable standard of Righteous- 
ness exalted, both in this nation and in all the 
nations of the earth ; and that the spirit of per- 
secution and destroying of one another might 
be entirely done away, by all being brought 
down into the meek spirit of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and be, in some measure, as he was, 
when he- was persecuted even to death, on thd 
cross* (O how meekly he bore it for our 
sukes ! — And shall we not bear widi one and- 
ther ? I trust all will confess we ought to do.) 
He said in the depth of his agony, ^ Father 
forgive them :'' though he could have called 
down legions of Angels to those corrupt and 
wicked men : yet he said in meekness (which 
I believe many have partook of, in a mea* 
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sure since that day) " Father forgivet hem, foy 
they know not what they do." A^dtbe next 
martyr, Stephen, when he was brought to the 
gates of the city, and was stoned to death, 
he followed his I^ord ip the same disposition ; 
he kneeled down when in the midst of them, ' 
and said, " Lord lay this sjn not to their ' 
charge." Having lifted up his eyes to hea- 
ven, and petitioned his Saviour to receive his 
soul, he at last said, *' Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge :" and so saying, he fell asleep in 
the arms, no doubt, of his glorious Lord and 
Master, whona he followed even to death* 

Now, my friends, there is no new law 5 
there is no new dispensation. Many of the 
martyrs were of the same faith, which they 
had attained through God's mercy, and the 
influeni:e of his spirit ^pon theirs ; and the 
same disposition of mind also. So that when 
they were led forth in the days of persecyUon, 
which the churcji was persecuted with, O 
how meek did some of them deliver up their 
sQuls to God, and their bodies into the hands 
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of their wretched persecutors ! There were 
some hundreds of them who fell a sacrifice 
to their faith and belief in God. How pious, 
how calm do they go out of the world 1 Not 
reviling because they were reviled : By no 
means. Not giving abuse for abuse, butcon- 
trariv/ise, blessing their persecutors. This 
was the condition of those, knowing (as the 
Apostle said) they were thereunto called, that 
they might also inherit a blessing. 

Well, my friends, these are so many monu* 
ments of God^s adorable mercy and power : 
and the same God reigrieth over ^1 in this 
day ; and he is as able to support us in the 
faith once delivered to the Saints, as he was 
in that day: and I trust, those that are 
earnestly concerned to inquire after it, will 
know it to their comfort, without the aid or 
assistance of any man whatever. God is as 
sufficient for these things now as he was in all 
the generations that are past. It only wants 
application of mind — Serious solemn medita- 
tion, and contemplation upon the things of 
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The following Prayer and Sermon were delh" 
eredat the Meeting-house of Friends^ at the 
Borough New Market^ London^ on First- , 
day eveningy Seventh Month 31st 179G— 
Taken in Short-hand by Job Sibly* 

O THOU great adorable Being, who art ex- 
alted in Goodness, and Majesty, and in Pow- 
er, beyond all finite comprehension, who 
dwellest in the light whereunto none can ap- . 
proach thee, but as thou art pleased' in thine 
adorable mercy to open an access to us ; and 
though Heaven is thy Throne, O God, «nd 
Earth is thy footstool, yet we remember that 
thou hast promised that thou wilt Condescend 
to look down upon the poor, and upon the 
contrite, and those that tremble at thy word. 

O Thou, imsearchable in holiness, and glo- 
rious in power, we pray thee to look down 
upon the present congregation this evening, 
with an eye of compassion and divine jfity. 
Thou beholdest all men wheresoever they are 
scattered upon the face of the whole earth, 
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widi an equal eye of mercy^ and thou hearest 
the prayers of all those who draw nigh unto 
thee with sincerity. Be pleased, O God, to 
cause thy animating presence to be with us, 
io bring the minds of all the people into an 
holy solemnity before thee. We know, O 
God, that no man can promote thy glorious 
cause, of TruA and Righteousness in the 
earth, but as thou art pleased to be with him^ 
and to furnish him with the necessary quali- 
fications for the great and important work 
whereunto thou art calling thy servants and 
ministers. O blessed Father, forsake them 
not, but be pleased, as in generations that are 
past, to pour forth thy Spirit upon thy minis- 
ters, that, in that wisdom which thou art 
pleased to grant from season to season, they 
may go fprth in thy name, with the Word of 
Reconciliation and Faith. 

O Lord, Thou hast many souls that are 
wandering up and down this great and* popu- 
lous country, who are seeking after thy glori- 
ous and blessed rest, which thou alone canst 
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lead them into the enjojnnent of.. We hvzzif^ 
bly and reverently pray thee, O God, to 
draw the minds of the people more and more 
off from thy ministers to thyself. O gracious 
God, unseal the fountain whereat thy Pro- 
phets, thy Apostles, thy servants, in all gene- 
rations, have so freely drank and been filled* 
Cause those that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness to jie more and more filled at 
thy bountiful table ; that so, Father, there 
may be among all ranks of the people^ more 
of the knowledge of thee, and more of an in- 
crease in following after thee in the way ta 
everlasting rest. 

O God, thou seest how weak we are ; hour 
surrounded with infirmities, how blinded 
with prejudices, how turned ^side by a vari- 
ety of fluctuating opinions ; cause, we pray 
thee, thy holy uniting Word to be read more 
and more in the hearts of the people. Sound 
the alarm, we pray thee, yet louder and loud- 
er to them that are at ease and forgetful of 
thee : that so, Father, there may be man^ 
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more brought to drink at the fountain of thy 
Goodness and Mercy, and with reverence of 
soul to acknowledge that thou art good, and 
worthy to be worshipped here, and to be 
obeyed and served by all the workmanship of 
thy hands. O gracious Father, proclaim a 
sign in this assembly, while with one accord, 
in humility of of soul, which thou hast grant- 
ed us, we may draw nigh unto thee, and offer 
up at this time for all thy former mercies, 
and for thy present mercies ; and gather us 
together in this manner, O Father, ascribing 
unto thee glory and honoiu*, thanksgiving and 
praise, which are thy due, both now and far 
evermore. 



SERMON VI. 

THERE are some weighty and interesting 
expressions which we find in the Revelation 
of John^* that appear to be my duty, since I 
last took my seat, to mention in this assem- 
bly. 

• Rcve\ait\oua,xw 7«^ 
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*' And I (John) satv another angd fly im 
the midst of heaven^ having the everlasting 
Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earthy and to every nation^ and kindred and 
tongue^ and people^ saying with a laud voice^ 
Fear God and give glory to Him : for the 

« 

Jiour of His judgement is come; and worship 
Him that made heaven and earthy and the sea, 
and the fountains of uS^terSm^ 

Now John, we find, calls this the everlast* 
ing Gospel; which seems to be comprised in a 
very short and compendious manner ; which 
no man in all this congregation, I trust, can 
be at a loss to understand. And thougn, my 
friends, we may be something various in our 
opinions concerning modes, manner and forms 
of worship, yet I believe there are very few of 
God's rational creation any where^ either 
amongst those who are professing the name 
of Jesus Christ, or those that have not been 
favoured to be acquainted with^the Gospel as 
we are, but are sensible, that to God belongs 
S'^oiy^ honour, and worship ; who behold him 
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pd the great and universal Parent, the glori- 
ous, blessed, and all-wise Architect of the 
universe, and afl things that are therein, and 
that sustains aU things by the word of his in- 
vincible power ; for the same almighty crea- 
ting Word that,brought all things into the glo- 
rious order in which we see them, that said, 
let there be light, and there i»ras light-*.No 
man can dispute but he at his pleasure also 
could again say, let there be darkness, and 
there would have been darkness :— Again^ 
let the heavenly luminaries depart from their 
appointed spheres, and let all things resort to 
their primitive rest, and it would undoubtedly 
have been done. So that he is not only the 
cause of all things, but the gracious support- 
er, daily and hourly sust^ner of all ^at he 
has'made, without whose blessed providence 
there is not an ear of com nor blade of grass 
could possibly have been produced. So that 
my friends, a daily dependance upon that God 
who created us-— all his creation calls for, and 
with every splid and reflecting mind it wilj^ 
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naturally produce an offering of woTsYvip, 
ration, and praise ; and I am glad in het^ ^ 
ing, my friends, that here are in this fe^^. 
multitude a considerable number who wor^}^j^ 
God in spirit and in truth ; though differently^ 
educated, and of various opinions in things 
of little importance, but in the great, impor- 
tant, and essential point of every man's duty, 
speak the same language ; and I believe, my 
friends, this is the case both with the nations 
that are , called refined^ and with those that 
are termed barbarians. God has placed his 
law in the hearts of all men ; he has written 
there the great and essential duty which he 
requires at our hands, and under every name 
and in every nation, *' they that fear God and 
work righteousness (so said the Apostle) are 
accepted of himJ*^ So that, my friends, he 
makes no such distinctions as many of us 
poor, finite and weak creatures are apt to 
make ; he does not confine acceptable wor- 
ship to this nation, to this particular sect or 
opinion, nor to this particular i^lapd ; but I 



believe there are prayers ascend to him as 
sweet incense before his Holy Altar, both in ^ 
the wilderness of America, and in the dark 
abodes of Africa, and in all the comers of 
the earth, wherever there are sincere and up- 
right souls* 

Well, my friends, this must certainly arise 
from some extensively and universally diffu- 
sed principle in the souls of men, that with 
one common consent they agree in the great 
fundamentals of all Religion } this must be 
something more-— even the infidel, if he con- 
siders, must allow it is something more than 
human policy. Well, what is it then i What 
is it that prepareth the heart thus acceptably to 
offer unto God ?•— ^What is it that tea.cheth all 
men that He ought to be worshipped ? Why, 
It is nothing more, nor any thing less than the 
same eternal all-creating Word, who fiUeth aU 
things, and is as intimately near to and inde** 
pendent of us, as the very air we breathe ; 
^ for (said the Apostle) He is not far off any 

one of you ; neither can he be ; for m him 
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we liv9, move, and have our being*^ 
fore it was that he exhorted them to **- 
the Lord^ if haply they might find 4^ 
Well, my friends, this is the great business ^ 
every Gospel minister ; to labour to brit^^ 
people here — ^to seek for themselves ; to seej^ 
the Lord, if haply they may find Himj — ^Who 
IS not far off any one of you ; who is both 
with you, .and in you, and without whose 
animating power thou couldst not exist on^ 
moment ; neither could any man think a good 
thought or do a good action, except the Lord 
be with him. This is my faith. So that, my 
friends, it has taught me to get rid of all those 
narrow distinctions which many have been 
making, and which some are yet industrious* 
ly endeavouring to build up between even the 
followers of the blessed Jesus ; who ought 
always to be united — ^always in harmony— al- 
ways ONE IN HIM. But, for my own part, 
having now for a number of years endeavour- 
ed to seek the Lord impartially for myself,. I 
have known him in this way j I have learned thpf 
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Cospel in this way. For I have been clear in 
my opinion, that all the inventions and works of 
men, by their fallen wisdom, have only scat- 
tered the spiritual sheep in Jacob and divided 
them in Israel ; and have split the Christian 
church into so great a variety of names, and so 
great a variety of forms. For indeed we find 
many of them are rooted in prejudice one 
against another. Therefore the inquiry of this 
day seems to be, not so much, is it the truth 
that these men hold ; but is he of my name f 
—or what naw^ does he hold.^ this seems to 
be the fodlish inquiry of many, who can accept 
Etde or nothing except it comes from those 
who are established in the same opinion, and 
within the bounds which they have built, and 
called after tbeir own name among men. 
Buty my friends, my belief is, that the Lord 
is arising in the earth, to put an end to these 
divisions and distractions in his church; to 
bring down all those who have been exalted in 
^eir imaginations, in supposing that they onlij 
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were the people of God in their form void ^ 
their manner^ and reject all others. 

O ! how far off from that benevolence r?. 
soul which the Christian religion inspires, ap. 
pears faith of this kind ! And yet there arc 
some remaining even in this enlightened day* 
who suppose and believe, that without the 
pale of their particular church there can no 
man be sayed^ 

But whence cpmeth these opinions? why I 
believe the Lord originally sowed good seed 
in his church, but while men have slept in car- 
nal ease and security, an enemy has entered^ 
scattered and divided them, and sown tares 
amopg them* Now, for my own part, it ap- 
pears to me to be the great work of every 
diligent shepherd of our JLord Jesus Christ, to 
labour to bring all men back to the foundatl- 
on — ^to the one true and everlasting fold^ To 
remove all those opinions that have kept the 
world at variance sto long — even in those that 
have loved God with. sincerity of heart, in 
their different professions among .Christians* 



O ! how shy they have been of one another, 
how afraid of coming into the company of 
one another— how they have shunned one 
another ! Aye, my friends, can this be agree- 
able to the glorious and dignified Gospel of 
Jesus Christ that we profess I No : I trust 
no man will believe it can. Well then, the 
£reat inquiry ought to be, is there not one 
universal guide — one holy, divine, and un- 
changeable principfe, by which we may all 
again be gathered into unity ? Is there no 
such thing as Truth in the earth ? I believe^ 
Aere is ; and that all men may find it too^ 
who are studiously desirous so to do— who 
prefer the knowledge of the truth to all things, 
cls^— who are making every secondary con- 
sideration give way to their obtaining it; 
and when they have found it, to live in obedi- 
ence to it. This is the sincere heart's inqui- 
ry among all the various names ; diat God 
win be pleased to teach them the way of 
Truth, and establish them in it. So that 
4hey -shall all speak the same language, that 
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there may be no diversity of opimon in 1 
ground and foundadon of their belief, f 
this holy principle is 97ie— *it teaches pla 
simple, and easy doctrine ; comprised witi 
a narrow compass, it does not confound a 
confuse the world with variety of mystical op: 
ions, which are hard, or which it is impossil 
to comprehend. But the Truth upon whi 
glory, immortality, and eternal life depend, 
plain, free, and simple: " To know.Tn 
the only true Godj and Jesus Christ wh 
thou hast senty is life eternal*^ 

.JiVell, my friends, how shall we know th 
where shall we find it ? — ^how sh^ we be : 
sured that we are really in this knowledj 
and in this faith I why, I think, if men 
I speak now in much charity, for I do i 
boast of my own attainments, but what I f 
and believe to be true from my own expe 
ence, and which a{^>earft to me to be consi 
entwith the doctrines both of the Old a 
New Testament^ thkt I am not ashamed to d 
cla^e, tliough it were to thousands and ten thoi 
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ands J for I say from the very beginning' 
there was an eternal principle— there waa 
an holy unflattering and unchangeable 
GUIDE placed in the souls of men, which if 
diey had attended to, all men would have 
been led safe. " It is shewn to thee, (says 
the Prophet) O man, Ahatthou shouldst do, 
and what the Lord thy God requireth at thy 
hands ; to do justice, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God." — It is shewn 
to thee what is good. — ^These are the forci- 
ble expressions — ^to " do justice, to love 

MERCY, to WALK HUlifBLY WITH THY GoD." 

And her^ I believe is the ground work and 
foundation of all religion. Can any man say 
it is not shewn to him, without the assistance 
of ministers, or any huinan learning, without 
the assistance of men learned in the schools, 
men of science, men of many languages, or 
men of profound education— we can attain 
the knowledge of these saving truths, which 
are so essential for us to know^ believe and 
practise i So that no man has any occasion, 
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by any means whatever, to go inquire of hi^ 
neighbour, or of his brother, concerning these 
things. So that, my friends, though indeed 
we have invited you here, and are glad of 
your company to sit down in this manner^., 
we seek not any thing that is yours, but yow 
only to God, not to ourselves — not tp this 
and that opinion ; but that all men may come 
to the divine, eternal, and unchangeable prin^ 
ctple in themselves^ that would teach us in all 
things, the same that is spoken of in a varie- 
ty of passages in Scripture ; and yet in this 
day so much neglected ; the same that our 
Saviour promised should be with his follow- 
ers to the end of the world ; even his own 
eternal Spirit, the Spirit of God and Christ. 
This is the Ruler, the Director, the glorious 
and blessed Regulator of all things. With- 
out it the Scriptures could never have beeu 
given. Because by it all the men of God 
were inspired to behold the light God had 
granted them concerning the things thereof ^ 
and by it all men are enlightened, more (^ 



ilAVEIlY's SERMONS* 97 

ie^s. For Jesus Christ is " the true light 
that enlighteneth," not only those that have 
read the history of his life, death, and suffer- 
iijigs ; his glorious and unparalleled mira- 
cles and divine doctrines ; but also those that 
have never heard of the name of Christ. 

So enlarged is my opinion concerning the 
equality of God's ways. And the Scripture 
amply and fully justifies this opinion ; for 
Christ is called, not only thei lig'ht of his own 
followers who believed on him, but the true 
'> light, that enlighteneth every man that Com- 
eth into the world ;" be they of what name, 
of what distinction, or nation they may.— - 
And this iight^ (says the Evangelist John) is 
come into the world : But the reason why 
men cpntinue imder condemnation is this, 
(says he) " li^ht is come into the world, but 
men love darkness rather than light, because 
Aeir deeds are evil ;" they are not willing to 
bring their deeds to this glorious touch-stone, 
this test that would try all manner of actions, 
Christ in you, the hope of everlasting glo* 
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ly ; in which the primitive belicv 
settled^ and found here their rest. 

Here, from the beginning, the C 
Christ was built ; upon this Holy oi 
and everlasting Word of Christ and 

I speaking, directing, teaching, and 

them, wheresoever they, should go. 
men had abode under this, it wo 
taught them all the s^ame thing; 
have preserved those tiiat have call 
selves Christians, as well as all othe: 
harmony and unity. It could ha 
neither rents « nor divisions. No; 

V thing : It would not have told thee c 

and me another. By no means. £ 
the language it would have proclaim 
heart and in mine, that " The work i 
eousness is peace, and the effect t 
quietness and assurance for ever^" 
not this written upon every man^s coi 
Yes, I am persuaded it is. And 
heard the wild inhabitants of Americ 
this was the truth ; and they found i 
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^ cd iipou their hearts (according to their own 
expressions) by the finger of God's spirit 
himself^ namely, that the work of Righteous- 
ness is peace, and the way to be happy in 
this present life, and to be eternally happy in 
the world to come, is^ to obey his voice ; to 
work Righteousness ; to be upright in heart ; 
to do those things which, by his law written 
in them, he had made known to them they 
ou^t to do : and this divine principle I want 
more to come unto. But men have been too 
long bewildered in following one another in 
darkness and.confusion : this as my faith, and 
I believe no man among us can say but this 
is the ca^e. 

We must (if ever we are brought back) 
come to the foundation and corner-stone 
whereon the first Church was built* We 
inust goto Christ; we must leave pur depend- 
ance upon man, and come to the Fountain. 
for the same declaration may indeed be put 
to thee, and the expression will hold good 
with respect to far too many in this day, that 
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was expressed concerning the Jew 
people have committed two great e 
have forsaken me- the fountain 
waters, and they have hewn out to tl 
broVen cisterns that can hold no 
Well, my friends, I am assured tha 
you assent to this, that of all the syi 
inventions qf men, be they ever so 
or maintained with ever so much pc 
oqucnce ; these do not, nor cannot 
soul to Christ. It tnust be somethit 
alt the powers of men ; it must be b 
eternal power, if ever we are broU] 
perience the glorious and blessed re; 
ed for those that love him. For nt 
come to the Father but by Christ ; 
man (said he) can come to me exce{ 
thcr draw him." If Noah, Job, a 
were here, they could save neithc 
daughter's life ; they could only, 
God's grace, and attention to his i 
Word, be .instrumental to save t 
Soula. 



For no man can either do the woj-k for ano- 
ther, or by any means direct him after safe- 
ty, but this holy, internal, unchangeable' 
guide alone. Are there any persons present 
who say, " this is strange doctrine .^" Well^ 
xny friends, if it is strange doctrine, it has 
this to reconunend it at least, that it is not 
new : it is as old as the Apostles days, and 
^ as old as the Prophets days, in former dispen- 
fiations. But I believe life and immortality 
were in a more marvellous manner brought to 
light by the revelation of God, through Je- 
sus Christ. Therefore we need go no further 
back than the New Testament ; for by the 
doctrine therein contained, we hope and be- 
lieve we are to be saved. Is not this the case ? 
Yes I believe it is. Well then, my friends, 
let us see whether we live up to this doctrine. 
Let us see whether we really are what 
the primitive churches were. Let us find 
whether our belief is righdy founded, or 
whether we depend merely upon hjpar-say. 

'Tis not upon the hear-say opinion^ of men ; 

12' 
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'tis not from the works of the learned 
from the speeches of eloquence, but 
something that we feel within. For J 
lieve this must finally be the case, if 
we are prepared to join the host of- he: 
the redeemed and saved of God. We 
know the truth in ourselves. Christ ii 
way, the truth, and the Ufe j and he toi 
this before he left the world.. He tol 
plainly that he that is with you shall be in 
Is there any doctrine more clear than 
" He that is with you shall be in you ; ai 
I am with you to the end of the world, 
if I go away, I will pray the Father, ai 
shall send another comforter ;" that i 
another form, He shall send the Spir 
Truth, who shaJl lead and guide you in 
truth. Well, here is a safe direction, ai 
unchangeable directory too. He shall 
you another comforter, even the Spirit of 1 
who shall lead and guide you into all ti 
. who shall take from me, and shew it to 
^d shall bring all thin^ to ^ur lei 
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brance. Can there be any plainer doctrine 
than this? I believe many of you, my 
fnends, assent to the truth of this, and that 
ihis is the way in which we ought to inquire 
after the Truth as it is in Jesus ; we ought 
to come to Him himself : we ought to retire to 
that holy imitmg Word which we have receiv- 
ed : for (as said the Apostle) ye have no need 
that any man teach you. Why then are there 
so i^any teachers in the world ; and maintain- 
ed at so vast an expense I Why do so many 
take so much pains to qualify themselves to be 
teachers of the flock of Christ, if this is real- ' 
ly the case ? And I trust, my friends, you will 
be candid enough to say. Certainly it is. You 
have no- need that any man teach you, but as 
this same uniting Word teaches you, which 
is Truth. I trust I am surrounded with many 
teiider hearts, and many charitable Christi- 
ans^ who have been seeking the truth for 
many years ; why then, my friends, ypu 
^ust come, to this divine teacher before eyei 
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you can be favoured with the knowledge of 
the truth. 

I verily believe no man will ever ccMne t^ 
the knowledge of the trudi in any other way* 
Thou may'st explore yolume^ after volmoiesi 
and spend much time in reading of many piow 
books, and experiences of many favourite 
men of God. I do not despise inferior helps* 
The Scriptures are excellent : they are mudi 
more so, and worthier to be held in greater 
estimation than all the books in Ae world* 
But the Scriptures point only to that holy, all- 
powerful Word, which indeed gave all the 
Scripture. The whole tenor of the Gospel 
doctrine is to bring men there — ^to setde diem 
upon that foundation, where they may build 
with safety — to the teachings of the holy 
and blessed spirit of God within them, I 
know this is a doctrine too much exploded. 
How unjust ! how derogatory to the good- 
ness and mercy of God, to send diousands 
and millions of thousands into this world, 
with powers and faculties to conceive that 
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s immortality, and to believe that there 
}rious rewards in the world to come, if 
L left us no other guide to go by. 
V some will say,. "We have the Scrip- 
:o go by." Do we not see enough of 
Truly the Scriptures do direct us to 
orious principle with in us, yet hoMr db 
im them to every purpose ! one lear]l« 
tt starts up in one quarter of the nation, 
says, '* here is a portion of Scripture, 
assure you it means so and so ;" and 
r declares widi equal learning, with a 
Leal of study, and with abundance of el6« 
;, " my friends, it is so and so, this way 
mst believe;'' and ^ there is one even 
ver to the country of my nativity, who 
le New Testament in his hands, is lay- 
I axe by his arguments as much as is in 
«rer to the very root of the Christian 
3n. This is my faith, that he is de- 
ig the foimdation whereon it is built, and 
^tending to bring his doctrine from the 
ire. But what will not sophistry do ? 
has it not dona^*— Q\ ^<^ ^n^^">x. 
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has produced in the world. But I trust nei^ 
ther this man, learned and wise as he may be 
in the world's estimation, nor any other, will 
ever be able to sap that foundation which 
God has laid in Sion, nor to rob you or mj^ 
own soul of ihsit glorious hope and blessed 
consolation in the redemption and mediation 
of our dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.— • 
God forbid it should- : and I trust it will not. 
The Lord will by lus own light and power, 
dispel every cloud and darkness thtt shall 
arise to cast up a mist before the eyes of the 
professors of Christianity. 

But to return. I want jrou, my friends, 
it is my most earnest labour wheresoever it 
may please God to take me, throughout his 
vineyard, to get people, if possible, to build 
upon a foundation, that those various opinions 
of men wHl not be able to shake.* I know 
that there is a foimdation wh^ere all those vari- 
ous and contradictory opinions of men may 
butt against the honest and sincere-hearted pil- 
^im's dweUbg, and not be aUe to shake it. 
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This I am persuaded of. Verily ihere is a 
Res3t for the people of God; there is some- 
thing whereon we may build srfe ; that is, in 
^hrist J " Chri ST IN YOU the hope of glory.'* 
! tliat you may seek to him ! God is no 
respecter of persons : He will teach all men 
himself: he will manifest his mercy equally 
to all men : he rejects none : he makes none 
of the distinctions of high and low, rich and 
poor, that we poor weak beings do. No : 
he is equal in his ways and just in all his do- 
ings : and those that come to him he will in 
nowise cast out. For ^'^ there is no differ- 
ence (says the Apostle) between the Jew and 
Greek ; for one God over all, is rich unto all 
that come unto him ;" rich to all that seek 
him 'f and so he remains to be. 

O my friends, were you to adhere to these 
plsdn and simple tniths, it would prevent a 
great deal of confusion in the world ; it would 
bring about a different face and appearance 
among the professors of Christianity, from what 
wenowbehold in Europe j it would put an end to 
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all dissentions ; it would put an end to all enyj^ 
ingone another ; to all false, to all evil speaking, 
and even evil thinking one of another* This I , 
am confident of, if it was adhered to. For ' 
Christ and his glorious dispensation, is not a 
dispensation of strife and dispute : for when he 
came, there was even uttered by the Songs of 
Angels, *' Peace on earthy andgood''V;illto mtn^^ , 
And he declared, that, ^^ By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples— if ye love 
one another." And so ye may as reasonably 
conclude, that by this shall all men know ^at 
ye are not Christ's disciples, if ye hate, de- 
vour, and destroy one another. It is as clear 
to me as the Sun that shines in the firmament. 
He was the Prince of Peace ; of whose Gov- 
ernment the Prophet Isaiah declares there 
never should be an end. O my fellow Chris- 
tians, let us with all our souls draw nigh unto, 
and seek for his holy power to influence our 
hearts ; that he may bring us into the bond of 
Christian charity, and of holy and blessed uni*/**^ 
on one with another \ that he may destroy alli. 
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that seekfi to blow up nations and kingdoms 
into confusion— 4uid that seeks to bring dis- 

• * » 

tress upon individuals, nations and countries ! 

Do not we behold the ravages of War? 

what has it done even ih this nation, whei^ 

the sound of War has only been heard? 

How many weeping widows ? How many 

tender parents has it lately deprived of theiv 

support. It never would have been so, I am 

^' persuaded, if the professors of Christianity 

- had kept to their fi^t principle. No man can 

believe it, I think, with the Bible in his hand : 

which, forbids in our Lord's express words 

our saying in this glorious day, **' An eye for an 

eye^ anfl^a tooth for a tooth." Yet alas ! Is 

it not the language too much used amcmg us i 

. ^^ Thou hast injured me and therefore I 

, will injure thee : — ^Thou hast spoken evil of 

^ me and I will speak evil also of thee." But 

; (Hight it to be so ?--Ought we not rather to 

'. suffer injuries, as the primitive believers did, 

''SWiA.out murmuring; without complaining? 

- they received them all with meekness^ «&. 
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, flietr holjr aad blessed Redeemer dj 
A.ein ; who even when he was aboi 
the body by ^« hands of cruel men, 
te «et lu a glonous example, even 
b» last moments, "Father, for^i 
saya be, for ditey know not what th 
He that had power to call leg^cHu o£ 
his command, meekly in this nuumei 
s«d his father. 
" Well : (but some may say) Is it re 
sible to come into this spirit of for; 
injuries — to bear insults, without i 
tuning and retorting agsun :" Wh] 
terily believe the Gospel ^urit wo 
tia into all this. ^'Wt^ then, (soi 
wy) Wouldst dwu have men to be co 
No, by BO means. Cowards where th« 
to be cowards, to be sure — afraid to do 
magnanimous heroes, under the servii 
' tbeserviceofthe^oriousKing, theLo 
Christ! Because the Lamb and his fi 
will finally obtain the victory. O di 
friends, let us widi me accord, ajldto o 
voris. Itisa|^cirioafta&d.Vileawd.iu: 
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if thou add not to thy faith, works, is there a 
probaability that thou wilt reap the glorious re- 
ward ? what is it that our blessed Lord pro- 
nounced to those that distinguished themselves 
with works of mercy, with works of benevo- 
lence, and works of peace, who lived In the peace 
of his divine and holy religion, which he liacl 
given them to observe, " Come, ye blessed oi 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you before the foundation of the world. 1 
was sick, and in prison, and ye visited mc. I 
was hungry, and ye fed me. I was naked, 
and ye clothed me. I was a stranger, and yc 
took me in, to comfoit me. Come, ye bless- 
ed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you, from the foundation of the world." 
Now, it is this kingdom that I want you, 
my friends, all to inherit. To be so prepar- 
ed against the awful summons, which is ap- 
proaching to us all, that we may look forward 
without dismay ; that we may be favoured 
with that hope, which will be as an anchor tu 
the soul, both sure . ?.nd steadfast^ for vhi«i* 
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ever we may have promised to ourselvi 
moment that thou ktiowest not, " the 
man cometh ;" thy days here may b 
" du»t thou art, and to dust thou shalt ri 

Earth'i highcM bi 
And, " dQK to di 



SERMON VII. 

MY religion teaches me this — and! 

, grand ruling and fundamental poin 
which I desire to rest my salvauon : 
to endeavour to have " a cenacience voi 

fence, both tomardt God and num." 

I desire not to ofEmd any of my fello 
ellera in the way to the kingdom -, k 

.from me. I know ^at there is grca 

.gence one towards another. We ha' 
variously educated, we have had varii 
judices in our minds, ai^d nothing but 
vine illimiinabng power can make the 

. side so as we might have charity (we i 
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another*. I believe ther6 are some of the 
Lord's true Church in every name and among 
every luition ; and that there are not only 
diese who are professing the same fsuth with 
me, and who worship God in silence as I do, 
but also in other professions therp are those, 
who in sincerity of soul oflFer up their prayers 
to God. This I desire to believe wherever I 
may be. 

I am here in this island at present : but am 
going to the continent of Europe. I seek not 
my own, the Lord knoweth; nor the ap- 
plause of men, nor any thing that they can 
give ; but a quiet and peaceful conscience : 
and that I may be made in some small degree 
instrumental to induce some to enter into that 
holy bond of everlasting union and harmony, 
which shall go with us beyound the grave. 
This is the great and most important work that 
l have now to do among you— aye, it is all — 
and for which I have left my peaceful home, 
and my endeared connections — ^that so if possi- 
ble I migKt be m instrument of uniting my felr 
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low professors. O ! then, that we may look 
upon one another with that charity which ever 
ought to distinguish all the followers of Christ : 
for I believe there may be followers of Him 
in many forms that I have not particulaiiy heard 
of at present. But through the 4ivine mercy 
I believe I have found him who was typified by 
all the t3^es and figures that went before Him, 
Jesus Christ, the Son and Sent of God : and 
that all men may find him to their comfort 
here, their peace, their setdement of mind, 
and their everlasting rejoicing in the world to 
come. 

Seek him, then my friends, impartially: en- 
ter into your closets : -do as the noble Bere- 
ans did, when they heard the doctrine which 
the servant of Jesus Christ delivered to them, 
4hey searched the Scriptures diligently to sec 
whether diese things were so : and the Apos- 
tle said ** these were more noble than those of 
TTiessalonica, because when they heard the 
truths of the Gospel, they searched diligent- 
ly ;" they did not let them pass by linnoticed. 
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as it were in at one ear and out of the other, 
but searched diligently ta see whether these 
things were so. 

I believe that if tlus were the case with 
some that are now present, they would indeed 
be made wiser than some of their teachers *. 
though I believe I have fellow-labourers in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, among the various 
professors, imder every Christian name, yet 
I believe, and with all the charity I can attain, 
that there are far too many who have entered 
into Christ's church with sinister views ; 
tliat are making it a living and a competency 
for support in this life, more than preaching 
the Gospel for Jesus Christ's sake. Yet I 
say, I believe I have some faithful brethren 
in the ministry,, who labour with all their 
powers to exalt the glory of God upon the 
earth ; and to bring people into that condition 
wheron they may lay hold of the kingdom of 
God. 

Therefore, my friends, let no man judge 
me as a sectarian. X wish your everlasting 
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happiness : I wish all our increase in th^i^ 
wisdom. which is from above , that so as wa 
advance in years and the time dri^ws nigi> 
wherein we must lay down ^is mortal ^d 
perishing body, we may through ^ mercy 
of God be gathered to himself, and through 
his love which is unspeakable, be with th^ 
saints and ^angels, glorifying and praising 
his Name, £or ever and ever, world without 
end; * 
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